A boost for sustainability and democracy?

Perspectives from didactics on cross-curricular topics

Call for Papers for the Conference of the Society for Subject-Specific Didactics, September
27-29, 2027, at the University of Regensburg

In times of geopolitical challenges and increasing societal polarization, sustainability and
democracy are emerging as increasingly important overarching over all didactic disciplines.
Corresponding educational concepts, such as Education for Sustainable Development (ESD),
Climate Change Education (CCE), and Global Learning, are increasingly being integrated in
curricula, educational standards, and teacher-training documents across all three phases of
teacher education. They are politically strengthened through recommendations and
statements and, through approaches of civic education, are also regarded as a mandate for
school development processes.

Despite the growing importance of cross-curricular tasks, they are not yet reflected in changes
to school practices. On the contrary: it is precisely these cross-curricular tasks that challenge
the subject-specific organization of schools and require project-based approaches to
fundamentally rethink both schools and teaching. The conference aims to provide a space for
discussing research findings and developing practical approaches to promoting sustainability
and democracy in school education.

It does so at a time when societal transformation processes towards sustainability are facing
increasing resistance, and democracy faces growing pressure: skepticism toward science,
conspiracy theories, and fake news in the context of controversial debates also affect schools
and contribute to increasing uncertainty among teachers. Narratives opposing a progressive
sustainability agenda are gaining traction, and the growing influence of social media—
particularly through disinformation—is increasingly affecting how sustainability and democracy
are addressed in the classroom. Furthermore, a growing body of research highlights the role
of emotions in learning for sustainability. Climate anxiety, worry or grief, but also hope—
influence learning processes related to sustainability and democracy just as much as the
emotions evoked when dealing with controversial debates. This simultaneity of educational
policy implementation trends regarding sustainability and democracy on the one hand, and
societal trends on the other, presents schools with significant challenges.

Against this backdrop, the conference focuses both on subject-specific learning in the
related to sustainability and democracy and on the interdisciplinary connection between
these two cross-cutting issues. The following questions are intended as starting points and
can be further reflected upon and explored: How are efforts to strengthen sustainability and
democracy supported in subject-matter didactics? What are the implications of increasing
attacks on sustainability and democracy for subject-matter didactics? How can anti-scientific
tendencies be addressed in different subjects? How can controversial debates be
conducted constructively? How are sustainability and democracy integrated with other cross-
cutting tasks such as digitalization, internationalization, and inclusion? What strategies can
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teachers develop to support students in navigating emotions related to sustainability and
democracy?

The conference is being organized as a joint event by the Society for Subject-Specific
Didactics (Gesellschaft flir Fachdidaktik, GFD), the German-Speaking Network for Teacher
Education for Sustainable Development (Lehrer*innenbildung flir nachhaltige Entwicklung,
LeNa), and the Expert Fora of Higher Education and School of the Germany’s National
Platform for Education for Sustainable Development.

We invite submissions across a range of contribution formats (see below). In addition to
traditional academic presentations (e.g. individual presentations, symposia), innovative and
creative formats for discussion and workshops are encouraged. Contributions of
interdisciplinary collaborations are particularly welcome (e.g., joint symposia involving
representatives from different subject-matter didactics or between representatives from
different phases of teacher education) as they foster interdisciplinary dialogue and
collaboration and innovative formats. The possible contribution formats are outlined in more
detail below:

1) Individual Research Presentations

The individual research presentations focus on advanced research projects. Research
projects that are still in their early stages should be submitted as posters. Individual
presentations consist of a 20-minute presentation followed by a 10-minute discussion of
theoretical or empirical research findings. They are grouped into 90-minute sessions, each
comprising three individual presentations. The submission should be 500 words in length
(excluding references).

2) Interdisciplinary Symposia

The academic symposia represent interdisciplinary collaborations on a specific topic. In
addition to a brief description of the individual presentations, a description of the overarching
context of the discussion is requested. To facilitate the planning of potential interdisciplinary
symposia, a dedicated networking session is scheduled for early October 2026 (see below).
Each symposium will be allocated 90 minutes. Submissions for this section should be 1,000
words in length (excluding references).

3) Posters

Research- or practical projects may also be presented as poster presentations during a poster
session. Submissions for this format are limited to 300 words (excluding references).

4) Collaborative Discussion and Work Formats

Collaborative discussion and work formats may include, for example, workshops on curriculum
development, the drafting of educational policy papers, the testing of practical materials,
citizen science initiatives, or open research agenda-setting formats. They intend to promote
exchange between academia and practice. For instance, teachers or seminar leaders (2™
phase of teacher education) could collaborate with experts from subject didactics to develop
a continuing education program. Another format could involve the development of proposals
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for curriculum revision in collaboration with representatives of relevant commissions and
academic experts. If you are unsure which format is most appropriate for your submission,
please feel free to contact us. In addition to a thematic justification of the relevance of the
discussion and working format, submissions should outline the planned methodological
approach for designing the collaborative discussion and working format. The discussion and
working formats are 90 or 120 minutes in length. Submissions should be limited to 500 words
(excluding references).

A separate call for papers for the conference publication resulting from the conference will
be announced after the conference. A review process is planned for these submissions.

Dates & deadlines:

Networking Session: An online workshop to facilitate interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary
contributions will take place on October 5, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Submission of Abstracts: Please submit your abstracts by March 31, 2027, via
https://www.conftool.com/gfd2027/.

Conference Registration: Registration is open through August 30, 2027, at
https://www.conftool.com/gfd2027/. The early-bird registration period runs through June 30,
2027.

Hosts: Society for Subject-Specific Didactics (Gesellschaft fiir Fachdidaktik, GFD), University
of Regensburg, the German-Speaking Network for Teacher Education for Sustainable
Development (Lehrer*innenbildung fiir nachhaltige Entwicklung, LeNa), and the Expert Fora
of Higher Education and School of the National Platform for Education for Sustainable
Development of Germany

Conference website: For more information on the GFD 2027 conference in Regensburg,
please visit go.ur.de/GFD2027.
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